Understanding What’s Going On

Keeping Your Child Safe – Child Assessment Orders

What is a Child Assessment Order?
A Child Assessment Order is a court order granted by a Sheriff to
allow access to your child in order to assess whether your child is
suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm.
Whenever there are concerns about your child’s safety and
wellbeing, we need to think about what action, if any, needs to be
taken to help make sure your child is safe and provided with the
help they need.
In some cases, there may be a need to have a fuller assessment of
the situation and a Child Assessment Order can be used for this.
The local Council can apply for an assessment order if they have
reason to think your child has suffered, or is likely to suffer,
significant harm; an assessment is necessary and it is not possible
to carry out this without the order.
A Child Assessment Order allows your child to be seen by the
relevant people and, where necessary, allows for an assessment of
your child’s health and development to be undertaken. An order
lasts up to 3 days.
When granting the order, the Sheriff can attach conditions to ensure
the safety and welfare of the child and to make sure the
assessment is carried out. For example, the Sheriff may attach
conditions that your child lives at a particular place while the
assessment is being carried out.
Under the Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 1991, depending on
their age and understanding, your child has the right to agree or
refuse to have a medical examination, assessment or treatment and
their consent will be required before any medical assessment will be
carried out.
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If a Child Assessment Order is issued, you will be required to
comply with it.
If a Child Assessment Order is sought for your child, you should
seek legal advice at the start of this process. Legal Aid may be
available.
Seeking Legal Advice
If at any time you feel that you need legal advice on what you or
your child’s rights are you can contact:
A solicitor (Legal Aid may be available) www.slab.org.uk
The Scottish Child Law Centre www.sclc.org.uk
More information about the child protection process is available
from the East Renfrewshire Child Protection Committee Website:
www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/ercpc

All our information for families can be translated by request.
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