
Introduction 

Local Policing Priority: Crime (Crimes of Dishonesty) 
Fairer East Ren Plan: Reducing social isolation, loneliness & increasing safety  

There have been 8 less victims of domestic housebreaking against last year’s 
figures with 34 crimes being reported as opposed to 42 at the same point last 
year. This reduction follows the trend reported in the first quarter and may be 
partly due to people spending more time at home. Local protocols and support 
from the Division’s Analysts ensure that any new patterns in this type of crime 
are quickly identified and officers are tasked to carry out additional patrols in 
any areas that are highlighted. Our officers continue to pursue all lines of 
enquiry and good forensic awareness has led to the apprehension of some 
prolific offenders. 

Detecting those responsible for housebreaking can at times be difficult and 
protracted however, we continue to receive good support from local 
communities who report any suspicious activity they see. 
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Welcome to the latest East Renfrewshire  Local 
Police Plan update, covering the period July to 
September 2020. This is the second update in 
relation to our 2020-2023 Police Plan, which is 
now available on the Police Scotland website.  As 
the Divisional Commander for Greater Glasgow, I 
am delighted to present this report and I am 
honoured to have been entrusted with building 
upon the good work of my predecessor Hazel 
Hendren.  

The officers working within East Renfrewshire remain focussed upon the 
local policing priorities identified by our communities, however, since 
these priorities were agreed so much has changed. During this reporting 
period a significant amount of our time and effort has been directed at 
meeting the immediate challenges thrown up by COVID-19. Maintaining 
operational delivery during an unpredictable pandemic has been a 
challenge as the virus has taken its toll on our communities and indeed 
many of our own staff. We have adapted new ways of working and new 
ways of delivering our services and I am confident that, in spite of having 
to interpret and enforce some fairly intrusive legislation, we have 
maintained the confidence and support of our communities delivering the 
highest policing standards possible. 
The pandemic has provided a challenging background, however, many 
aspects of policing have not changed. We have continued to deal robustly 
with criminality and have increased further our focus on protecting the 
vulnerable. This has of course been achieved through a partnership 
approach with many of them contributing to some of the good work 
outlined in this report. I am pleased to report that we have achieved some 
notable results and have delivered some significant improvements, a 
flavour of which will be covered in this report. Thank you sincerely for your 
continued support.  

Acquisitive Crime 

Please be aware that the data provided in this report is for information purposes to allow Board Members to conduct their scrutiny responsibilities.  
Due to year end reconciliation processes it is not appropriate that the figures referred to in the report are confirmed as end of year or official statistics. 

Public Protection 

Local Policing Priority: Crime (Sexual Offences) 

Compared to 
last year 

23 

Sexual 
Crimes 

The second quarter has seen a continued decrease in the 
reporting of sexual crimes with 51 victims having come 
forward compared to 74 last year. This reduction in the 
number of sexual crimes is welcome, however 
we continue to work with partner agencies to 
provide support to victims so they have the 
confidence to come forward and report 
ongoing and historical incidents.  

Violent Crime 

The number of homes having being broken into 
is down to 34 compared to 42 last year. 

This is also significantly lower than the 5 year 
average where there were 57 victims of domestic 
housebreaking. 

compared to 
last year  

Number of 
Victims 

8 

There have been 229 victims of violent crime 
this year compared to 246 last year.  

There has been a decrease in serious assaults 

with 13 reported compared to 14 last year.  

Crimes of 
Violence 

17 

compared to 
last year  

Local Policing Priority: Crime (Violent Crime) 
Fairer East Ren Plan: Reducing social isolation, loneliness & increasing safety 

We remain committed to reducing and preventing violent crime and I 
am pleased to report that there has been an overall reduction this year 
compared to last year. There has also been a reduction on the number 
of serious assaults reported in the second quarter compared to the 

first quarter where 8 serious assaults were reported. The crimes that are 
occurring are now happening in both indoor and outdoor settings as people are 
able to move about the area more freely. 
The number of common assaults recorded is also lower with 211 crimes having 
been reported compared to 228 last year. Again, there has been a reduction in 
the number of the number of these crimes compared to the first quarter. 
Detection rates for both common assaults and serious assaults have increased.  
4 robberies were reported this year which is the same as last year, all of these 
crimes have been detected. 
We remain committed to dealing quickly and effectively with incidents of 
domestic abuse. In the second quarter, the number of domestic abuse crimes 
increased from 155 to 172 and the number of domestic incidents attended has 
also increased from 259 last year to 275. Increased reporting is not unique to East 
Renfrewshire and similar trends have been seen in other areas. Local officers, 
along with our specialist Domestic Abuse Investigation Unit continue to pursue all 
investigative avenues in respect of these crime and provide support to victims. 

Serious 
Assaults 

1 

compared to 
last year  

Drug Dealing & Misuse 

Local Policing Priority: Crime (Drug Supply & Manufacture) 
Fairer East Ren Plan: Reducing social isolation, loneliness & 
increasing safety  

Compared to 
last year 

5 

Drugs Supply 
Detections Despite the pandemic, there has been continued proactivity 

in the first half of 2020/21 in relation to individuals involved 
in the supply of controlled drugs. The number of reports 
submitted to the Procurator Fiscal for persons involved in the 
supply, production and cultivation of drugs has increased 
from 9 to 14 compared to the same period last year. We 
have made several arrests and seized a variety of controlled 
drugs, including ecstasy and herbal cannabis. 

Local Policing Priority –  Crime (Disorder and Antisocial behaviour) 
Fairer East Ren Plan—Reducing social isolation, loneliness and increasing safety 

Reducing anti-social behaviour remains a community priority and we continue to 
focus efforts on preventing disorder.  
The increase in anti-social behaviour calls is mainly attributable to the additional  
603 calls reported here previously for the first quarter. This means that the 
antisocial behaviour calls have vastly reduced compared to Q1 and are more in 
line with numbers normally reported. The additional 119 calls for quarter 2 
reflects increased reporting to the Police  in recent months. 
As previously mentioned, reports of antisocial behaviour and disorder became 
more prevalent as ‘lockdown’ eased. As a result, we enhanced or sub-divisional 
disorder action plan with support from divisional and specialist resources. This 
plan focused on the parks and open spaces across the Local Authority, however 
we also ensured that our patrol plan included built up areas.  

Antisocial Behaviour & Disorder 

compared to 
last year  

Vandalism 

37 

compared to 
last year  

ASB Calls to 
Police 

722 

In the first 6 months of the year, 
there were 1840 disorder calls made 
to the Police compared to 1118 last 
year.  

Crimes of vandalism are also down from 208 to 
171. This is also down against the 5 year 
average of 244.

AGENDA ITEM No. 033

https://www.scotland.police.uk/spa-media/lckp1ixq/east-renfrewshire-local-police-plan-2020-23-pdf.pdf?view=Standard
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Tackling Crime and the Fear of Crime 

 

CONCLUSION 
As the Local Policing Commander for East Renfrewshire, I am pleased to present this Cabinet Report for the second quarter. This outlines just some of the positive work being undertaken by my officers who 
continue to target offenders, support victims and assist the most vulnerable people in our communities. 

Partnership working remains a key component to the delivery of effective policing and I am confident we strike the correct balance here in East Renfrewshire. The Coronavirus pandemic has presented 
significant challenges in the way we conduct our daily business and the ability for face to face contact has been reduced. That said, I am confident we are still able to work together during this unprecedented 
time to make the communities we serve, safer places to live and work. 

We will continue to deliver the highest standard of policing in these challenging times and I thank you for your continued support. 

Chief Superintendent Mark Sutherland 

Divisional Commander 

CRIME 
Our Area of Focus: Violent Crime 

Preventing violent crime remains at the forefront of everyday policing activity. As previously 
mentioned, detection rates have improved for robberies, serious assaults and common assaults. 

In July, officers responded after a female victim reported that she had been robbed of her personal 
belongings. Subsequent enquiries revealed that a 45 year female was responsible and a report was 
submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.  

During another incident in August, a 34 year old male reported that he had been seriously assaulted 
in the Barrhead area. An investigation was undertaken by CID officers and a warrant was granted for 
the arrest of a 23 year old male in relation to the assault. This warrant was executed and the male is 
expected to appear at Paisley Sheriff Court in the near future. 

Our Area of Focus: Drug Supply and Manufacture 

During the second quarter, officers have continued to target individuals involved in the 
supply of controlled drugs.  

In August, officers in the Barrhead area stopped a vehicle whilst on patrol. The driver 
was found to be under the influence of alcohol and during a subsequent search of 
his vehicle, a quantity of cocaine and ecstasy was recovered. He was detained in 
custody and appeared at Paisley Sheriff Court the following day. 

In September, officers executed a search warrant at an address in the Barrhead 
area. A large quantity of herbal cannabis was recovered and several thousand 
pounds were seized under Proceeds of Crime legislation. A 28 year old male 
has been reported in relation to this.  

Our Area of Focus: Crimes of Dishonesty 

In recent months, a number of elderly people were targeted by scammers and 
had money stolen from their bank accounts. Local Community Police Officers took 
on the enquiry and after a protracted investigation, they identified a 20 year old 
male as being responsible. He was charged with a total of 4 crimes and a case was 
submitted to the Procurator Fiscal. Follow up advice and support was given to the victims 
of all of these crimes. 

CID officers also conducted an investigation in relation to a series of thefts in the area. Through 
diligent enquiry and capture of forensic and CCTV evidence, they identified two males, aged 34 and 
35, as being responsible. They were reported for 7 crimes in East Renfrewshire and were linked with 
a number of similar crimes across the south side of Glasgow.  

PROTECTING VULNERABLE PEOPLE 
Our Area of Focus: Vulnerable Road Users 

Positively influencing driver behaviour and improving road safety remains a local priority as 
identified by the residents of East Renfrewshire. Police officers have responded to community 
concerns about speeding vehicles and have carried out a number of checks across the area. This has 
resulted in 13 drivers being issued with a fixed penalty for driving in excess of the speed limit. 27 
drivers were also reported for driving their vehicles without insurance.   

Unfortunately our officers are still encountering individuals who drive their vehicles under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs. In September, a 41 year old male was arrested after a road crash. He 
failed the roadside breath test and it was also established that he had a provisional licence and did 
not have insurance for the vehicle. His vehicle was seized and a report was submitted.  

In September, a 22 year old male was charged with dangerous driving. He had been travelling at 
excessive speeds in a built up area where he eventually crashed into a residential property 

causing damage to the structure. Again, a report was submitted. 

Our Areas of Focus: Domestic Abuse— Adult Protection—Child Protection 

Tackling domestic violence and ensuring that victims have the confidence to 
come forward remains a local and national priority. Our officers worked 
alongside colleagues from the Roads Department on a new initiative which 
developed road signs that encouraged victims to come forward and provided 
details of a helpline that they could phone. These signs were placed across 
the area and moved after a period of time to ensure maximum visibility. This 
joint initiative has received positive feedback. 

The recently established Domestic Abuse Investigation Unit continue to deal 
with some of the highest risk cases in East Renfrewshire and support local 

officers with their investigations. One such investigation resulted in a repeat 
domestic offender being remanded in custody. Officers from the Unit have also 

provided a number of inputs to partner agencies about the work that they are 
carrying out. 

Our Areas of Focus:  Young People 

As schools re-opened in August, our campus officers were again able to engage with young people 
across the area. They have provided inputs on a variety of topics including Firework safety and are 
now taking forward initiatives that they secured funding to support. These include working with an 
animal charity and establishing a coffee club within school. They also have a new road safety mascot 
‘Jackton’ that they hope to introduce to children in the coming months.  
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