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ETHICAL STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE ETC. (SCOTLAND) ACT 2000 : 

STANDARDS COMMISSION HEARING 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
1. As Members may be aware, the Standards Commission held a hearing into an 
alleged breach of the Councillors’ Code of Conduct (paragraph 3.2: Conduct at Meetings) by 
Councillor Barbara Grant.   
 
2. Paragraph 3.2 of the Code states You must respect the chair, your colleagues, 
Council employees and any members of the public present during meetings of the Council, 
its committees or sub-committees or of any public bodies where you have been appointed 
by, and represent the Council. You must comply with rulings from the chair in the conduct of 
the business of these meetings. 
 
3. The hearing was held on 2 December 2014 in the Busby Hotel, Busby when the 
Hearing Panel of the Standards Commission found that Councillor Grant had breached 
paragraph 3.2 of the Code of Conduct. The Panel decided to censure Councillor Grant under 
the terms of section 19(1)(a) of the Ethical Standards in Public Life etc (Scotland) Act 2000. 
 
4. In reaching their decision, the Panel took into account that Councillor Grant had 
accepted that her conduct constituted a breach of the code; that she had fully apologised for 
her conduct and cooperated throughout the investigation; and accepted Councillor Grant’s 
statement that her conduct was out of character and acknowledged her lengthy service. The 
Hearing Panel also noted the efforts taken by the Council to address the complaint. 
 
APPEAL 
 
5. Anyone subject to a sanction imposed by the Standards Commission has the right, 
within 21 days of receipt of the findings, to appeal to the Sheriff Principal but the sanction 
continues to have effect pending the outcome of the appeal.  Councillor Grant has not 
lodged an appeal. 
 
 
ETHICAL STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE ETC. (SCOTLAND) ACT 2000 
 
6. In terms of Section 18 of the Act and Rule 10.9 of the Hearing Rules, the Members of 
the Commission who conduct any hearing are duty bound to serve a copy of their decision 
on the Council and the Council in turn has to consider the findings of the hearing within a 
period of 3 months of the date the Council receive a copy of the decision (11 December 
2014). In terms of the said section, the findings have to be considered by the full Council and 
to that end a copy of the written decision of the Standards Commission is attached. 
Thereafter, notification of any actions or decisions taken is to be forwarded to the Standards 
Commission by no later than 12 March 2015.   
 

AGENDA ITEM No.16 



 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
7. It is recommended that the Council note the terms of the written decision made by 
the Standards Commission in relation to Councillor Grant. 
 
Caroline Innes 
Deputy Chief Executive 
25 January 2015 
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